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The Ostend Declaration
Adopted at EurOCEAN 2010 and presented
to Maire Geoghegan-Quinn, Commissioner

for Research, Science and Innovation
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European Ocean Observing System

Support the development of a truly integrated and sustainably funded “European Ocean Observing System” to (i) re-
establish Europe’s global leading role in marine science and technology (ii) respond to societal needs by supporting
major policy initiatives such as the Integrated Maritime Policy and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive; and (iii)

support European contributions to global observing systems. This could be achieved through better coordination of
national capabilities with appropriate new investments, in coordination with relevant initiatives (e.g. ESFRI, EMODNET

GMES) and the engagement of end-users
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v'Europe’ s leading role in marine and
maritime science and technology

Integrated Marine
Observing System

v'Integrated Maritime Policy (EMODnet)

v'Marine Strategy Framework Directive
(marine environmental assessments)

v GEO-GEOSS and the EU conftribution
v Rio— Agenda 21: GOOS — UNESCO
vUNFCCC - GCOS

v'CBD - GOBI

The Global Ocean
Observing System




= FEuro Major driver: supporting
= e blue economy (user’s pull)

Deliver data and information products in support of:
v'"Maritime tfransport

v Offshore operations (constructions, drilling, ..)
v'Fisheries & aguaculture

v'Tourism & coastal economy

v’ Ocean renewable energy

v'Health of marine environment (pollution,
biodiversity)

v'Protection from natural hazards (tsunami, HABs)

v'Mitigation of climate change effects (e.g. sea level
rise)
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= oo now available (technology EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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v'Remote sensing

v Drifting-profiling floats
v'Fixed observatories (time-series stations)

v'Ships of opportunity

v'Gliders

v'Research vessels

v Coastal networks (tide gauge..)
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e National systems (partially coordinated by
EuroGOOQOS)

— Variety of technologies and funding schemes; main
synergies at regional level

e Research infrastructure investments (FP, ESFRI)
— EuroARGO, EMSO, ....
— FixO3, JERICO, SEADATANET, ...
— ICQOS - Carbocean

e EMODNET & Copernicus MS: integrators (and
maijor users) '&‘“
— Not yet funding the in-situ component bioscan
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Spatial gaps
*horizontal — SE European seas;
svertical — deep sea is under-sampled;

Temporal gaps
few complete time series;

‘Parameter gaps “’
*biochemical; sensors are now available; =

1500

Long term commitments
‘more than 70% based on short ferm | :
research funding; T T :

‘Infegrated monitoring strategy at European level
Reduce overlaps; maximize synergies and benefits
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e Launch a concerted flagship initiative: EOOS
— With specific Strategy, Implementation Plan, Budget

e Building upon and combining all available resources
— National and European
— Research, Operational, Structural
— Public and Private
— Existing and New investments

 Engaging all stakeholders (EU, MS, Regions, Industry)
— EMODNET (DG Mare)
— Copernicus (DG Enter)
— ESFRI, FP7-8, JPI-Oceans (DG Res)
— EuroGOOS, EMB, EUMETNET, , ...

e |In partnership with international — global initiatives
— GEO, I00S-0O0I, IMQOS, ..., ICES, UNEP, OSPAR, ...



European marine observations and data architecture Data process )

Data acquisitio Distributed data

& . management
Yocumentation system

Information
products and

services
Data repository Data
& archiving integration

Ships ) Taxonomy (WORMS)
Buoys National data Biodiversity (EurOBIS)
Satellites centres . Oceanography (SEADATANET)
Marin: stations & repositories National systems (incl. real-time)
tc.
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—C_GMES Downstream services )

marine core services _/

Data Collection Regulation & INSPIRE

~ projeas SEADATANET

Euro-Argo, EMSO, —

EUROFLEETS, EMBRC : MyOcean
etc. Lifewatch
_ Research centres
National systems (EUROGOOS) Citizens
Agencies (e.g. EEA, EMSA) Industry

Intergovernmental bodies (UN, ICES, GEO)
Regional conventions
Agencies (e.g. EEA, EMSA)

Inter-governmental organisations (e.g. ICES, IODE)
Regional conventions
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 Europe needs to develop its own integrated and sustained
Ocean Observing System, in support of science, policy, and
societal needs (EOQOS).

e EOOS should tfransform the present scattered capacities info an
integrated system with specific design, implementation plan,
budget and governance structure.

 The process of developing EOOS should involve all stakeholders
and key-actors: Members States, EU structures (EMODNET,
Copernicus, ESFRI), Research and operational networks (JPI-
Oceans, EuroGOOQOS, EMSB, ...., )






