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ICRI 2014 PROFILE
ICRI has become the key international event where

The conference was opened by Christos

stakeholders meet, discuss and address global issues

Vasilakos, General Secretary for Research and

related to Research Infrastructures (RIs). RIs play an

Technology, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, European

increasingly important role in the advancement of

Commissioner, Research and Innovation, and Stefania

knowledge and technology. They bring together a wide

Giannini, Italian Minister of Education, Universities

diversity of stakeholders to look for solutions to many

and Research.

of society’s challenges; they offer unique research

Octavi Quintana-Trias, Principal Adviser Research

services to users from different countries; attract

and Innovation, European Commission, set the scene

young people to science; and help shape scientific

with Hans Müller Pedersen, Director, Danish Agency

communities. The attraction of a global research

for Science, Technology and Innovation who handed-

infrastructure relies on its capacity to address the

over from the first ICRI conference which took place

research needs of world-wide scientific communities

in Denmark in 2012. Ditta Zizi, from the Australian

by combining the best available knowledge, human

Department of Education, highlighted the Australian

capital and resources in one specific scientific area.

experience of developing the National Collaborative

Co-organised by the European Commission

Research Infrastructure and the importance of acting

and the Greek Presidency of the Council of the

at national and international scales to deliver RI

EU, ICRI 2014 promoted governance schemas for

relevant to research challenges.

interoperable and sustainable research infrastructures

Henry Markram, Coordinator of the Human Brain

at a global scale, as well as facilitating strategic

Project, concluded with an inspirational presentation

international cooperation between European Research

highlighting how the integration of data from multiple

Infrastructures and their International counterparts.

sources can lead to new insights into a complex

The conference took forward the recommendations

system such as the brain.

of ICRI 2012 and the 3rd EU-Australia Research
Infrastructure workshop. It focussed on:
the essential role of global research infrastructures
in addressing grand challenges at all scales: national,
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European and international level.
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the main characteristics of global research
infrastructures and identifying the challenges and
drivers for collaboration at international level.
Research Infrastructures span all thematic areas
and involve e-Infrastructures that traverse and
support all the RI thematic areas.
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RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES FOR GLOBAL CHALLENGES
CHAIR
Agnieszka Zalewska
The European Organization for Nuclear Research
(CERN) Council
RAPPORTEUR
Frédéric Sgard
Organization for Economic

O.Quintana-Tias, A.Zalewska, F.Sgard, G.Boulton, F.Tusubira, Hongjie Xu, J. Sifakis

Co-operation & Development (OECD)
and operation costs of facilities, or simply the global
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

nature of the scientific challenge they address, can

Geoffre Boulton

make it impossible for one country or region alone

Regius Professor of Geology, University of

to build and operate them. Then it becomes crucial

Edinburgh, UK

to make concerted efforts at an international level
to realise Global Research Infrastructures.

PANEL

ICRI 2014 continued to assess the

Octavi Quintana

developments carried out within the Framework

Directorate-General for Research & Innovation

for Global Research Infrastructures endorsed by

(RTD), European Commission

the Science and Technology Ministers of the G8

Francis Tusubira

ountries in 2013.

UbuntuNet Alliance, Uganda

Key issues:

Milena Zic Fuchs

Addressing global challenges needs truly global

Croatian Academy of Sciences & Arts, University

RIs as many data and competencies come from

of Zagreb, Croatia

outside developed areas.

Hongjie Xu

Addressing these challenges requires open access

Chief Scientist of Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation

to data, but not just open access: intelligent open

Facility Project (SSRF), China

access, data need to be accessible, intelligible,

Lucy Scott

assessable, and revisable.

United Nations Development Program (UNDP)

Inclusiveness means bringing all the stakeholders

Global Environment Facility (GEF)

to the table (including from less favoured areas)

Joseph Sifakis

and developing the capacity to exchange data

President, National Council for Research and

from and with all areas. There is a need for data

Technology, Greece and The Swiss Federal Institute

network development and trainings, and free

for Technology in Lausanne (EPFL), Switzerland

circulation of staff.
Open access to data also means addressing

Research Infrastructures span all thematic areas.
The complexity, the high development, construction

issues related to cyber-security, privacy, and to
commercial interests.
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GOVERNANCE OF RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES
CHAIR

Research Infrastructures provide a vehicle for regional and

Ditta Zizi

global integration and have a tangible impact on society.

Department of Education, Australian Government

Realising the increased potential of global infrastructures
to address global challenges through collective efforts

RAPPORTEUR

and pooling of resources and capacities, the Group of

Bernhard Fabianek

Senior Officials (GSO) was established by the G8+5

European Commission

ministers in 2008. A commonly agreed “Framework for
a coherent and coordinated world-wide development

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

and operation of global research infrastructures” was

Daniel Adams

developed to assist in global cooperation.

Department of Science & Technology, South Africa

Key issues:
Using the Group of Senior Officials network of policy-

PANEL

makers as the gateway to political buy-in for development

Janet Thornton

and operation of existing and future global RIs.

European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL), U.K.

Encouraging countries to adopt the Group of Senior

Carlos Alejaldre

Officials framework for coherent and coordinated world-

General, International Thermonuclear Experimental

wide development and operation of existing and future

Reactor (ITER)

global research infrastructures.

Askar Kutanov

Using the Group of Senior Officials Forum as a platform

Central Asian Research and Education Network

for open exchange of information on information on major

(CAREN) Project, Kyrgyzstan

research infrastructure projects of mutual interest to

Agnieszka Zalewska

countries.

CERN Council

Including conflict handling and resolution processes

Claudia Burger

from the very beginning of a research facility into its

XFEL Management Board Managing Director.

governance.
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D.Zizi, B.Fabianek, D.Adams, J.Thornton, J.Alexaldre, A.Kutanov, A.Zalewska, C.Burger, S.Salikhov

ENVIRONMENT, WITH FOCUS ON MARINE RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES
CHAIR

The special character of the infrastructures

Maria Uhle

needed for marine research means significant

National Science Foundation (NSF), United States

investments are needed. To maximise the
impact of these investments, international

RAPPORTEUR

collaboration is essential to ensure pooling

Barak Herut

and to avoid unnecessary duplication of (scarce)

Israel Oceanographic & Limnological Research

resources. To enhance this collaboration there

Ltd (IOLR), Israel

is a need to identify barriers to investments for
new research infrastructures at an international

PANEL

level. Additionally, ways of exploiting international

Mike Thorndyke

cooperation to make better use of existing research

Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences/Goteborg

infrastructures should be further explored. The

University/EMBRC, Sweden

nature of access leads to specific issues at

Sara Iverson

international level that need addressing.

Ocean Tracking Network, Canada

RIs for marine research in the Arctic face specific

Donatella Castelli

challenges. Due to operational costs, logistical

Information Science & Technologies, National

complexity and the remoteness of Arctic locations,

Research Council, Italy

science planning at the international level can be

Kostas Nittis

challenging. Arctic marine research facilities are

European Global Ocean Observing System

often highly specialised involving large investment

Ian Wright

costs. These need very careful planning and in

National Oceanography Centre, U.K.

many cases could benefit from international

Gelsomina Pappalardo

cooperation.

National Research Council, Italy
Sigi Gruber
Research & Innovation, European Commission (EC)

Key issues for further consideration:
A consensus is needed on the long-term strategic

Nicole Biebow

vision for Marine Research Infrastructures and

Alfred-Wegener Institut, Helmholtz Zentrumfür

a Framework for Ocean Observing. This should

Polar und Meeresforschung, Germany

take advantage of new and emerging needs and

John Gunn

technologies where appropriate.

Australian Institute of Marine Science

Existing successful RIs should be built on

Peter Haugan

wherever possible; new RIs needed to address

Geophysical Institute, University of Bergen, Norway,

emerging scientific and societal challenges

Terry Callaghan

should be developed.

Swedish Academy of Sciences

Develop models and policy for cost sharing
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M.Uhle, B.Herut, S.Gruber, N.Biebow, J.Gunn, P.Haugan, T.Callaghan

and partnership. The US, Canada and the EU
provide a model for joining forces, exchanging
best practice, discussing future research priorities
and aligning funding streams through the Atlantic
Ocean Research Alliance.
The Arctic has its own set of challenges
which can only be overcome through global
cooperation. No one country is able to support the
infrastructures need to comprehend the Arctic.
Facilitate better linkages between marine,
terrestrial and atmospheric domains (not only
in the Arctic), through multidisciplinary research
H
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PALAEOANTHROPOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE
CHAIR

Eugenio Casini

Suzanne Miller

Regional Specialist XRF - XRD, PANalytical, Italy

CEO & Director, Queensland Museum Network,

Richard Roberts

Australia

Centre for Archaeological Science, University of
Wollongong, Australia

RAPPORTEUR
Marteyn Van Gasteren

A truly global perspective on cultural heritage needs

Centro Nacional de Investigación sobre la Evolución

to be developed by analysing the requirements

Humana, Spain

and challenges in terms of facilities dedicated to
palaeoanthropology. The study of Man poses unique

PANEL

challenges that can be addressed only by using

Demetrios Kafetzopoulos

the most modern analytical techniques in different

Research Director, (IMBB), (FORTH), Greece,

fields of science and technology, and by teaming up

Bruno Brunetti

with different areas such as botany, geology, imaging

Centre SMAArt, University of Perugia, Italy

(CT and magnetic resonance for non-intrusive non-

Herve Bocherens

sacrilegious studies, facial reconstruction techniques),

University of Tübingen, Germany

health (forensic medicine, ancient disease strains and

Sileshi Semaw

mutations to modern times), biotechnology (DNA

Centro Nacional de Investigación sobre la Evolución

extraction in extreme samples), etc., each bringing

Humana (CENIEH), Spain

their unique competences to the field.

Francis Thackeray
Institute for Human Evolution, Univ of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa
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, B.Brunetti

Loic Bertrand
IPANEMA Synchrotron SOLEIL, France
Kristina Jorkov Thomsen
Center for Nuclear Technologies, Tech Univ
of Denmark
Eva-Maria Geigl
Head of Research CNRS, Institut Jacques
Monod, CNRS
Rob Ellam
Scottish Universities Environmental
Research Centre (SUERC), United Kingdom
María Martinon-Torres
Centro Nacional de Investigación sobre
la Evolución Humana, Spain
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S.Miller, M. Van Gasteren, E.-M. Geigl

Key issues for further consideration:
Develop a road map with a work programme that
identifies scientific, technological and collaborative
opportunities and tackles current social, scientific,
technological and political barriers, while building
upon experiences in this and other scientific disciplines
where collaborations have been successfully set
up. Data management, sharing and access issues
should also be addressed.
A global collaborative approach is necessary while
distinguishing local needs and taking into account
the location of principal archaeological sites in less
developed regions like in Africa and South Asia.
A multidisciplinary approach of heterogeneous
technologies and artefacts is, but should be even
more, driving the development of new instrumentation
and methodologies, and serving the common goal
of global progress in palaeoanthropology.
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FOOD SECURITY
CHAIR

Tim Benton

Lidia Brito

University of Leeds, United Kingdom

Director for Science Policy and Capacity Building,

Artemis Simopoulos

(UNESCO)

The Center for Genetics Nutrition & Health, United States
Aggrey Ambali

RAPPORTEUR

Policy Alignment and Programme Development Directorate,

Imma Subirats

New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD)

Food & Agriculture Organization (FAO), United Nations

Russ LEA

(UN), Italy

National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON) Inc,
United States

PANEL
Segenet Kelemu

This session looked at a series of questions about

Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA),

the challenges in terms of globally increasing food

Abad Chabbi

production and food security, about what emerging

French National Institute for Agricultural Research

and developing nations can offer and what do they

(INRA), France

need in terms of international cooperation in research

David Stuart

and infrastructures for research and finally about

University of Oxford, United Kingdom

what tools are useful and how are partnerships

Murat Ozgoren

developed (e.g. scientific exchanges, access to

ESFRI Health & Food Strategic Working Group (HFSWG),

infrastructures and knowledge, new technology

Turkey

and virtual networks)?

I.Subirats, L.Brito, S.Kelemu, M.Ozgoren, T.Benton, A.Chabbi
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Key issues for further consideration:
Research infrastructure for food security needs
to be a long-term investment of multiple partners
with a strong political will and capacity to influence
public policies.

A systems approach is needed to bring a transincluding supporting in farming and large research trials.

connecting local to regional to global; coordinated

New models are needed to address climate change

efforts for distributed knowledge production;

and uncertainty, e.g. research infrastructures should

fund international networks and money that

support modeling.
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More research on semantic tools and how to improve
IT infrastructure is needed to handle big data.
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quality and sustainability

Global cooperation in research is needed

research question.
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increasing production, but also its nutritional

disciplinary and co-design and co-production approach

bring these infrastructures together around a

ira

Food security should not be viewed only as
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E-INFRASTRUCTURES
CHAIR

Thierry Van Der Pyl

Vasilis Maglaris

Director "Excellence in Science", European

Professor, National Technical University of Athens

Commission (EC)

(NTUA), Greece

Maryline Lengert
European Space Agency (ESA), Italy

RAPPORTEUR

Nick Jones

Sandra Collins

NZ eScience Infrastructure (NeSI), New Zealand

Director, Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI), Ireland

Rhys Francis
eResearch Futures P/L, Australia

PANEL

Gudmund Host

Dany Vandromme

Nordic e-Infrastructure Collaboration (NeIC),

National Institute of Applied Sciences (INSA),

Norway

Rouen, France

Contstantia Alexandrou

Niels Hersoug

The Cyprus Institute, Cyprus

Delivery of Advanced Network Technology to

Anne Trefethen

Europe (DANTE), United Kingdom

University of Oxford, United Kingdom

Satoshi Matsuoka

E-Infrastructures can be considered successful

Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan

when their operation, after the initial development

V.Maglaris, S.Collins, D.Vandromme, T.Van Der Pyl, N.Hersoug, C.Riviere, S.Matsuoka, N.Jones, M. Lengert
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period, is supported by established income streams

Moreover, there is a strong need for developing

that create confidence in the operator's ability to

computational skills in many communities

deliver services in the future. In order to ensure

engaged in research and innovation.

both long-term sustainability and the continuous

Key issues for further consideration:

development needed for e-infrastructures (as
for all infrastructures), two intertwined issues
term funding at national or supra-national level.

order to address issues of skills shortage,

The expansion of e-Science demands the

career progression, incentives and rewards

development of new professions and skills

and inclusivity across gender, age and borders.

such as e-Infrastructure operators, research

Engage the digital generation from primary

and the development of appropriate curricula and

a

investment is needed.
Enable movement of data and people in

Professional recognition of these communities

lex

A long term but flexible strategy and

have to be addressed: business models and long-

technologists, data scientists and data librarians.

st,

C.A

school onwards.
Focus on data, software, tools, content
skills.

training are crucial to ensure effective delivery

Technology scales easier than people.

of services to research staff and students.

Move from principle to practice.
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INNOVATION POTENTIAL OF RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES
CHAIR

and usage of research infrastructures lead to enhanced

Zoran Stancic

competitiveness of the involved actors and of the

Directorate-General for Communications Networks,

region hosting the research facility.

Content & Technology, European Commission

Key issues for further consideration:
Dedicated mechanisms are required to ensure the

RAPPORTEUR

process from research to market, such as public private

Clare McLaughlin

partnerships, and a clear strategy with objectives

Science Counsellor, Australian Mission to the EU

required to ensure the possibility for innovation.
Providing unique facilities can be one of the most

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

important roles for all infrastructures supporting

Franco Ongaro

industry and innovation, as well as addressing societal

Director of Technical and Quality Management,

challenges.

European Space Agency (ESA)

It is critical to build in ideas and processes to
ensure industry engagement from the outset, and to

PANEL

embed innovation in the organisation of the research

Rosie Hicks

infrastructure/facility.

Australian National Fabrication Facility, Australia

Technology Readiness Levels provide a useful

Jean Gonnord

framework for considering the nature of research being

French Commissariat à l’Energie Atomique, France,

conducted using RIs and the progress of that research

Gilles Patry

and development towards a commercial market.

Foundation for Innovation, Canada
Jean Moulin
Belgian Federal Science Policy Office, Belgium,
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Square Kilometre Array, South Africa

a

Anita Loots

cL

au

i
ghl

.Ong
n, F

s

Ed Parson
Geospatial Technologist, Google
Research Infrastructures should always be
able to highlight their innovation potential and
actively participate in the innovation process
in order to demonstrate their wider impact
beyond the scientific community. Interactions
with industry (including SMEs) in the construction
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BIG DATA MANAGEMENT
CHAIR

'Big Data' refers to massive and ever growing amounts of

John Wood

data that require high computing power to be processed

Secretary General, Association of Commonwealth

and new solutions for data storage and management.

Universities (ACU), United Kingdom

It is one of the big cross-cutting challenges in research.
Clear guidelines and policies for the global scientific

RAPPORTEUR

community and infrastructure operations need to be

Yannis Ioannidis

developed.

General Director, Athena Research & Innovation Center,

Key issues for further consideration:

Greece

Big Data must be valuable as well as manageable,
connected, findable, used/reused.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Sustainability of the entity that keeps data is important

Francine Berman

and comes with costs: services, long-term preservation,

Council Co-Chair, Research Data Alliance, United States

curation, access control, data services stewardship, etc.
What do we do about privacy of data in an infrastructure

PANEL

environment? (User-generated data, neither produced

Ross Wilkinson

nor held by researchers – held by companies).

Australian National Data Service, Australia

A better understanding is needed of different types

Donald Hobern

of relationships between data and infrastructure: big

Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), Denmark

data as the infrastructure, infrastructure for big data,

Jean-Claude Guedon

management of infrastructure, big data value chain.

University of Montreal, Department of Comparative
Literature, Canada
Sverker Holmgren

International cooperation must be developed; sharing
of data is a political issue.
The Research Data Alliance is a recognized institution,

Nordic eScience Globalisation Initiative (NeGI), Sweden

which should look into these issues. We encourage the

Helene Lucas

Research Data Alliance to look into big data analytics

French National Institute for Agricultural Research

and how to bring different communities together.

(INRA), France

Great importance of efforts at all levels of

Kostas Glinos

e-Infrastructures: research and education networking

Directorate-General for Research & Innovation (RTD),

- GEANT, Research Data Alliance, High-Performance

European Commission

Computing, etc.
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John Wood, Y.Ioannidis, F.Berman, R.Wilkinson, D.Hobern, J-C Guedon, S.Holmgren, H.Lucas, K.Glinos

THE WAY FORWARD
CHAIR

of knowledge and allow increasingly complex

Robert-Jan Smits

issues to be addressed with ever more powerful

Director-General, Directorate-General for

instruments in all scientific disciplines.

Research & Innovation (RTD), European Commission

The extension of the needs and use of research
infrastructures raises a number of major challenges:

RAPPORTEUR
Ana Arana
Directorate-General for Research & Innovation
(RTD), European Commission

How to fund and maintain increasingly costly
infrastructures?
How to manage infrastructures that are more and
more distributed over different sites and countries?
How to develop access policies which take into

PANEL

account the rights of the funders and the interests

John Womersley

of the whole scientific community?

Chief Executive, Science & Technology Facilities

How to manage the enormous amount of data

Council (STFC), United Kingdom

produced by research infrastructures to make them

Ian Chubb

both accessible while maintaining some ethical,

Chief Scientist, Australian Department of Industry,

proprietary or privacy standards?

Australia

Looking ahead and examining the policies and

Hiroshi Nagano

mechanisms which could help address emerging

Chair, Oecd

challenges related to research infrastructures:

Global Science Forum, Japan
Daan Du Toit
International Cooperation and Resources, Department

What will be the actual needs of the scientific
community?
What could future research infrastructures

of Science and Technology South Africa

look like?

Cristina Gutierrez Cortines

Key issues for further consideration:

Member of the European Parliament

There is consensus on the need to encourage
global cooperation in research infrastructures.

Research Infrastructures have become an essential

Research Infrastructures linking up, cooperating

component in modern science as they provide the

around the globe and bringing scientists together

most powerful tools needed to explore the frontiers

are best positioned to tackle global challenges.
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R-J Smits, A.Arana Antelo, J.Womersley, I.Chubb, H.Nagano, C. Gutierrez Cortines, D. Du Toit

Various coordination initiatives are in place including

The development of an international, transparent

Group of Senior Officials at global level and ESFRI

decision-making process for international Research

at European level. The support to the Group of

Infrastructures, and developing a suitable legal

Senior Officials and its work should continue and

framework for them, should be taken forward.

the Framework for Global Research Infrastructures
should be endorsed by all interested countries.

Technology reconciliation – arising out of science
and society's ability to adapt technology – has

Goals for establishing Global Research

become a vital element in the strategy of Research

Infrastructures need to be agreed up front (an

Infrastructures. Boosting innovation partnerships

international roadmap?) and an efficient process

between Research Infrastructures and industry

established. Experience shows it is hard to go from

will benefit society at large.

‘talking’ to ‘doing’. However, each nation needs to

ICRI is the international forum for global Research

maintain the capability to make its own decisions

Infrastructures. It could consolidate as the event

and efficient mechanisms for conflict resolution

where funding organisations discuss possibilities

and a structure favourable for their resolution are

for sustainable funding schemes for international

essential.

Research Infrastructures.
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ICRI 2014 EXHIBITION

ICRI 2014 featured a vibrant Exhibition Area which
allowed the conference delegates to share and
network. It hosted 26 booths where Research
Infrastructures, Organisations, Initiatives and other
major international stakeholders presented their
achievements.
Very technically advanced exhibitors were
showcasing their efforts (follow the link below to
see them). For instance, the Square Kilometre Array
(SKA) offered a unique opportunity to connect with

Pictures from the ICRI 2014 Exhibition

the teams working on the SKA prototype telescopes
at the SKA sites in Western Australia and South
Africa via a live video link, to allow delegates to see
and learn about the progress on the sites first-hand.
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http://www.icri2014.eu/research-infrastructures-exhibition
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RESEARCH & ART COMPETITION AND EXHIBITION
The "Research and Art" competition and exhibition
was initiated by the "Athena" Research and Innovation
Centre. Out of over 400 artistic submissions 53
were selected by a committee(17 photographs, 31
paintings / works on paper and 5 video art works)
to be exhibited during ICRI 2014. Konstantinos
Papamichalopoulos received the prize for his work
entitled “Self-portrait as the Jap, 2013”. A further
nine works were awarded a distinction by the

Pictures from the ICRI 2014 Research & Art Exhibition

committee.
Follow the link below to see all the works:

P

http://www.icri2014.eu/research-art-competition-and-exhibition
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The winning work of the ICRI 2014 Research & Art Competition:
KONSTANTINOS PAPAMICHALOPOULOS Self-portrait as the Jap, 2013,
etching, ink and egg-tempera on paper
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ICRI 2014 AS A MEETING POINT

Thanks to the excellent venue of the conference,

Many of the participants expressed their satisfaction

there was plenty of room for meetings outside the

with the ICRI 2014, not just for the well prepared

conference, both individual as well as larger groups,

and engaging sessions, but also as a very important

European new consortia forming, international

opportunity to form new links with colleagues from

networking and collaborations initiated.

around the globe.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ICRI 2014
ICRI is the international forum for stakeholders for

not only for science but for business. Exploitation

global Research Infrastructures and could become

of scientific data and creation of data value chains

the event where funding organisations discuss

should be in our radar as our economy becomes

possibilities for sustainable funding schemes for

digital. Open science and data driven science and

international Research Infrastructures. This is

economy are linked. The Research Data Alliance

particularly important for International Distributed

initiative demonstrates this eloquently through the

Research Infrastructures, which are becoming

five principles for data (discoverable, accessible,

essential for excellence research in many scientific

understandable, manageable and people including

disciplines.

skills and culture) to create data value chains.

Research Infrastructures play an increasingly

There is consensus on the need to encourage

important role in the advancement of knowledge and

global cooperation in research infrastructures.

technology. They are a key instrument in bringing

Research Infrastructures linking-up, cooperating

together a wide diversity of stakeholders to look

around the globe, and bringing scientists together

for solutions to many of the problems society is

are best positioned to tackle global challenges.

facing today.

Various coordination initiatives are in place including

Strong investment in research and innovation

Group of Senior Officials at global level and ESFRI

is needed to address pressing societal challenges

at European level. The support to the Group of

such as climate change and food security or the

Senior Officials and their work should continue.

move towards a resource efficient society. Research

The Framework for Global Research Infrastructures

Infrastructures play a vital role in addressing these

should be endorsed by all interested countries.

challenges. However, it is essential to optimise the

The innovation potential of Research Infrastructures

use of resources for increasingly expensive facilities,

needs to be developed further by providing support

to overcome the fragmented infrastructure spending

to partnerships with industry to supply high tech

at all scales: national, regional, continental, and

components, to stimulate the use of Research

global, and to join forces to address these challenges.

Infrastructures, and to encourage the integration

Science is increasingly data driven, from model-

of Research Infrastructures into local, regional and

based to data-based. Scientific data have a value

global innovation ecosystems.
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FACTS & STATISTICS FROM ICRI 2014

Approximately 763 participants attended the ICRI 2014 International Conference, representing over 60
countries, organizations, institutions and Research Infrastructures from all over the world (Figure 23). The
majority of the attendees (79%) came from countries of the European Union. Also, the largest portion (66%)
of them were men. However, the participation of women (34%) as well as the participation of delegates
(21%) from Non-EU countries is considered significant. The following figure shows the statistics of the
participants.

Participant Statistics

Speaker Statistics
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ICRI 2016

ICRI 2016 will take place in Cape Town, South Africa in October 2016. Phil Mjwara, Director General,
Department of Science and Technology, South Africa issued an invitation for ICRI 2016 in Cape Town.
http://www.dst.gov.za/
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